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› Interpretation of Disability-Adjusted Life Years (DALY) is difficult 

– Not only for policy makers

› Complex calculation of a DALY

– Many choices to be made

› A lot of data 

– Needed for the calculations 

– And as a result 

(sex, age, disease, risk factor, year, countries)

Burden of Disease

(GBD 2015)



Burden of Disease and push model of knowledge translation

› When: policy cycle

› Who: interaction with policy makers

› What: Data – Information – Knowledge - Wisdom pyramid

› How: Products (data, dashboards, infographics, policy briefs)



Knowledge Translation products 
(How?)

› Simple to more complex (graphics – infographics – policy 

briefs)

› Graphics and infographics

› (Mis)communication

https://www.gate39media.com/importance-visual-content-infographic/



We            infographics
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Examples of Burden of Disease (info)graphics



www.rivm.nl





IHME platform interactive use



Ranking disease burden: changes over time



Disease burden over time: which level of results?
Individual diseases ICD-10 Chapters



Link to risk factors: focus on smoking message



Link to risk factors: better balanced, less attractive



› Complexity of Burden of Disease concept remains and obstacle

– Easy-to-digest and attractive results 

– And more detailed results for those interested

› Less is more 

– but less is also less

› Think carefully about the message that you want to communicate

– And test it

› Be creative!!

(some) Findings



Thank you

Henk.Hilderink@rivm.nl

See also: 
WP Knowledge translation of 
www.burden-eu.net

Session 7.H. - Knowledge 
Translation and Burden of 
Disease, from theory to 
practice, 17:30-18:30
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