
Knowledge translation of 
burden of disease studies 
in the era of Covid-19

Dr Henk Hilderink and Dr Elena Pallari

8th and 9th of December 2020

COST is supported by the EU 
framework programme Horizon 2020



World Congress on Public Health 2020
Co-development in practice

Knowledge translation: 
guideline, evidence-based 

practice model, 
implementation program 

etc.

Health policy framework: 
context, content-factors 
(enablers, facilitators), 

processes and stakeholders 
(actors) 

Implementation challenge: of 
converting a piece of evidence 

into a useable form 



Next steps

Making an inventory of good practices 

Use the DALYs and effectiveness data (QALYs)

A diagram of ‘policy-making’ communication/ guidance 
on steps, challenges, opportunities, infographics

Impact of infographics on policy-makers on what works 
and what doesn’t

Estimates are published, but impact is not evaluated



What does knowledge translation mean to you?



Knowledge Translation

• Knowledge Translation, Knowledge Exchange, Knowledge Transfer, 
Knowledge Transfer and Exchange, Research into action, knowledge-
to-action, research into policy etc.

• According to the World Health Organization (WHO): Knowledge 
translation (KT) is the synthesis, exchange, and application of 
knowledge by relevant stakeholders to accelerate the benefits of 
global and local innovation in strengthening health systems and 
improving people’s health



Models of Knowledge Translation 

Campbell, S., Schryer-Roy, A.M. and Jessani, N., 2008. Knowledge 
translation toolkit: a resource for researchers.



How are Covid-19 data being used by policy 
makers and/or researchers in your country?



COVID-19

• Rapid translation of COVID-19 evidence
• Good examples in Europe (and beyond)

• Bad examples and sharing of learning with other countries

• Yet, the second wave is much worse than the first
• Need to identify potential solutions

• Strengthening the public health policy and healthcare  capacity

• Close the ‘know-do’ gap how?

• Long-term effects on health
• adversely affect their quality of life



Coronavirus (COVID-19) cases per 100,000 in 
Europe 2020, by country

https://www.statista.com/statistics/1110187/coronavirus-incidence-
europe-by-country/



UK Response to COVID-19: Urgent 

Need for An Inclusive Transparent 

Decision Making Process

Kalipso Chalkidou and 

Francis Ruiz

https://www.cgdev.org/blog/uk-
response-covid-19-urgent-need-inclusive-
transparent-decision-making-process



Cyprus 



The 
Netherlands





How can the KT process be improved for 
COVID-19 and more broadly BoD studies?



Thank you for listening : )
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